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MY BOTTOMLINE

My basic assumption is that educators, both leaders and 
those working in classrooms, need deeper understanding 
of the big picture of education today so that they are able 
to reimagine education for the future. While doing this 
properly, the fashionable effect of current COVID 
pandemic – ‘learning loss’ – becomes irrelevant. In every 
crisis lies new opportunities. Ratherthan rush to make ill-
informed investments now we should fix the structural 
failures of our current systems. 
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1: Education before the pandemic

2: The ‘learning loss’ myth

3: Pathways to a better world
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1: Education before the pandemic
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Education before pandemic

The performance differences across the OECD countries 
between the most socio-economically advantaged and 
disadvantaged students is equivalent to over 3 years of 
schooling. –PISA 2018

260 million children, adolescents and youth are not at school and 
only three quarters of 15-year-olds in middle income countries 
attend school, and just half of them achieve the basic level of 
proficiency required. – Global Education Monitoring Report 2020

There is a global learning crisis that amplifies 
educational inequalities that severely hobbles the 
disadvantaged youth who most need the boost that a 
good education can offer. – World Bank Human 
Development Report 2018
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Students’ learning
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Students’ learning vs. education spending
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Students’ wellbeing
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Students’ wellbeing vs. sedentary time

The Commons Sense Census 2019
https://www.commonsensemedia.org

Racine N, McArthur BA, Cooke JE, Eirich R, Zhu J, 
Madigan S. Global Prevalence of Depressive and 
Anxiety Symptoms in Children and Adolescents 
During COVID-19: A Meta-analysis. JAMA 
Pediatr. Published online August 09, 2021.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Addressing the pre-pandemic problems in 
our education systems must be given the 
priority in post-pandemic reform efforts. 
Reimagined education must aim at fixing 
persisting educational inequalities by 
building stronger connections between 
learning and wellbeing in all schools.
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2: The ‘learning loss’ myth
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• “Learning loss is a calculation masquerading as a concept – a rather 
shallow, naïve and ridiculous concept.” 

- John Ewing, President of Math for America

• Learning loss is the loss of gains on test data and the ability to project 
that data into the future. It is not a loss of learning. 
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• Indeed, many students have gained in their learning 
about resilience, adaptability, public health, 
communication technologies and family. 

• If we don’t recognize this, many children begin to 
believe that they haven’t learned anything during the 
pandemic but just fell behind the others.
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The real ‘learning loss’
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Persisting educational inequalities
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3: Pathways to a better world 
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Teachers are important, but …

“Teachers account for about 1% 
to 14% of the variability in test 
scores, therefore the majority of 
opportunities for quality 
improvement are found in the 
system-level conditions.”

Source: Haertel, 2013; American Statistical Association, 2014
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Wrong remedies (repair)
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Better solutions (prevention)

1

2

3

Early intervention to address learning difficulties

Closer integration of education and health

Enhance the quality of education by strengthening equity
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• “A child's learning is a function more of the 
characteristics of his classmates than of those of the 
teacher.”

- Coleman (1966)

• “The highest-performing education systems across the 
OECD are those that combine quality with equity.” 

- OECD (2018)
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THANK YOU!

Download this presentation from: www.pasisahlberg.com

DSR Webinar 2022
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THANK YOU

www.bqa.gov.bh bqa Bahrain @bqa_bh
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